Uveitis is an inflammation of the choroid, ciliary body or iris. The term, however, is commonly used to describe intraocular inflammation not only involving the uveal tract, but also the retina, vitreous and sclera. Uveitis is not a specific disease; it can be caused by a multitude of conditions. In the early part of this century infection was felt to be the cause of most forms of uveitis.! Specifically, syphilis and tuberculosis accounted for the majority of diagno sable cases of the disease. More recently, researchers have shown that an immune response against ocular antigens may play a pathogenic role in the develop ment of some forms of uveitis. Although the specific cause of uveitis remains unknown in many patients with this disease, the initiating stimuli for intraocular inflammation can be divided into two major path ways: an antigen-specific immune-mediated inflam matory response and a non-specific inflammatory response (Fig. 1) . Each of these major pathways will be discussed here.
NON-SPECIFIC OCULAR IMMUNE RESPONSE
There are a number of causes of intraocular inflammation that are not antigen specific, including infection, trauma and surgery. Endotoxin-induced uveitis is an animal model useful for studying the mechanisms by which non-antigen-specific stimuli induce ocular inflammation. Endotoxins elicit a plethora of biological effects such as fever and hypotension, and the lipid A moiety of bacterial endotoxins is responsible for the biological activity?
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